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What is the OSSLT?
OSSLT stands for Ontario Secondary School Literacy
Test.
The OSSLT is a standardized test. This means that is
the similar across the province.
●

●

The test is based on the curriculum
expectations up to and including the end of
Grade 9
All students in Ontario need to write the OSSLT
before they graduate high school

The OSSLT is a graduation requirement. It is one
of the requirements for your Ontario Secondary
School Diploma (OSSD)
●

This year, grade 10s and previously eligible
grade 11s will attempt the test.

●

You cannot “get out” of the test. If students
are learning from home, they will be invited
to come to school on the test day to write. If
they do not write this year, they will have to
attempt the test next year.

Strict rules!
There are strict rules to keep testing fair since
the OSSLT is a standardized test being written
by students all across the province.

On the test day:
-

No digital devices are allowed at the desk
and/or on the student. This includes: cell
phones, smart watches, iPads, etc. All of
these devices must be set at the front of
the room until you are completely
ﬁnished the test (you cannot have them
on break).

-

No talking is permitted in the test room
during the test.

-

A seating plan will be recorded and kept

The computer you use will be provided. It has
been speciﬁcally set-up for the test.
You can bring your own headphones that plug
into a Chromebook to use the listening tools.
The government sets the rules! The teachers
are running the test using the government
rules.

It’s serious business!! Even teachers have to
do pre-work and understand the test rules!!

The Test
The practice test looks similar to how the real test
will look.
The test is divided into two sessions (A & B) on a
computer.
Session A & B will contain a total of 33 questions:
○

○

31 multiple choice questions
(technologically-enhanced
multiple-select questions (eg., drag
and drop, drop-down menu, checklist)
2 open response (short answer)
questions.

Students will write on different days.
There will be different test versions on the day
of your test.
We will do Session A, take a break
(approximately 15 minutes), and then
complete Session B.
If you are in a non-grade 10 class or in a grade
11 class, don’t worry! We have a plan to get you
on another day :)

The Test Continued...
Take your time!
Paper, pens & pencils will be provided if you prefer
rough planning like that, rather than on the
computer screen.
Use all of the literacy skills you have practiced
throughout your years of learning!
Remember:
All we ask is that you do your best! A test doesn’t
deﬁne you.

Things to bring:
-

Headphones to plug into Chromebook if
you want to listen
Water
A book or non-tech activity to do if you
ﬁnish your test early

The Test Day Schedule
Arrive at the school at your regular time!!!

Location?

Period #3: 8:00am - 10:45am

Most classes will write in the
library. A few will be writing in a
different location.

-

Test instructions & set-up
Session A
Take a 15 minute break & have a snack
Session B
When ﬁnished, wait quietly and/or return to your
classroom.

If you need extra time, you will get extra time! DO NOT
RUSH!! We expect that some students might write into
lunch or period #4.

Your attendance is critical!!
Unless you are isolating due to
Covid-19 or sick, we need you to be
at school!

Cool Tools
You can:
Everyone has access to “cool tools” on the
literacy test.

The best way to learn how to use them is to
work through the practice test.

-

Listen
Zoom
Read line by line
Change the contrast
Highlight
Cross out
Erase
Take rough notes
Split the screen
Flag questions!

Questions?
Do you have any questions?

You can always email us if you think of
something later:
Miss Agar - sagar@scdsb.on.ca
Ms. Stoodley - mstoodley@scdsb.on.ca

Your classroom teacher will post information
about your writing date on your virtual
learning environment so that you know when
your test day is!

Practice Test Link
Click here to access the practice test.

Appendix
Extra helpful information and frequently
asked questions

Helpful Video Links

Click on the links below for helpful strategies:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Writing a Paragraph
Multiple Choice & Grammar Tips
Developing an Opinion
Annotating
Writing a Paragraph - Video #2

Reading &
Interpreting
Informational &
Narrative Texts

Reading Strategies:
- Re-reading the text for the
answer
- Read the text out loud
- Use the line or paragraph
numbers to help you ﬁnd the
answers
- Use context clues from the
text or the sentence the word
is in
- Use the annotation tools
provided (highlighting,
drawing lines, eraser, etc.)

Answering Multiple
Choice Questions

●

●

●
●

Read and reread the question
and all of the options carefully.
Underline or highlight the key
words.
If you can't ﬁnd the correct
answer easily, start by
eliminating the wrong or
obviously incorrect answers,
then go back and reread the
relevant part in the passage.
Since more than one option may
appear to be correct, choose the
one that is the most correct.
If no answer is selected, the
question will be marked
incorrect.

Constructing Short
Answer Responses:
Scoring Guide &
Exemplar

Short Answer
Responses:
Success Criteria

●

●

●
●
●

I use a clear topic sentence
that clearly answers the
question
I use transition words to
move through each of my
examples.
My examples are speciﬁc,
accurate and relevant
I have 2 to 3 examples to
support my main idea
I have included a concluding
sentence if I have enough
space

Writing a Series of
Paragraphs
Expressing an
Opinion

Writing a Series of
Paragraphs
Expressing an
Opinion

Writing a Series of
Paragraphs
Expressing an
Opinion: Success
Criteria

✓

Have I formed a clear opinion?

✓

Does my introductory paragraph answer the question?

✓

Do I state my three supporting points in my
introduction?

✓

Have I written three body paragraphs?

✓

Do each of my body paragraphs begin with a clear topic
sentence?

✓

Have I included speciﬁc, relevant, supporting details?

✓

Have I used transitional words and phrases to link my
ideas and paragraphs? (in addition, also, for example,
ﬁrst, last, in conclusion, etc.)

✓

Does each paragraph support the main idea?

✓

Have I written a concluding paragraph that restates my
answer to the question and summarizes my three main
points?

